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REPORT 


To  the  Ottawa  Improvement  Commissioners. 


GENTLEMEN — I  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  remarks  referring  to  the  several  works  now  nearly 
completed,  since  the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners.  The  work  commenced  practically  in  February,  1900,  working  during  the 
years  1900,  1901,  1902,  1903  and  1904,  or  five  seasons.  In  December,  1899,  commissions  were  issued  in  accordance  with  the  Act 
passed  in  July,  1899,  to  the  following  gentlemen  :  H.  N.  Bate,  chairman,  Joseph  Riopelle,  C.  R.  Cunningham,  and  the  elected  Mayor  of 
Ottawa,  Thomas  Payment,  and  Stephen  E.  O'Brien,  secretary.  The  following  officers  were  then  appointed:  Robert  Surtees,  consult- 
ing engineer  ;  Charles  Murphy,  solicitor ;  and  by-laws  were  prepared  for  the  practical  working  of  the  commission.  These  Commissioners, 
after  due  consideration,  decided  to  construct  a  series  of  streets,  parks  and  driveways  between  Rideau  Hall  and  Rockcliffe  Park,  to  the 
Experimental  Farm. 

In  1902  a  bill  was  passed  adding  four  new  commissioners  to  the  then  Commission,  viz:  Senator  J.  P.  B.  Casgrain,  Montreal; 
Senator  J.  T.  Frost,  Smith's  Falls;  Sir  William  H.  Hingston,  Montreal;  Geo.  O'Keefe,  Esq.,  Police  Magistrate,  Ottawa;  the  then  Mayors 
of  Ottawa,  viz  :    Wm.  D.  Morris,  Fred.  Cook  and  James  A.  Ellis,  have  been  Commissioners  previous  to  this  date. 

The  "  Rideau  Canal  Driveway"  being  now  nearly  completed,  I  herewith  append  a  few  photographs  of  some  of  the  principal 
landscapes  on  this  route,  which  since  1900  has  been  changed  from  a  vacant,  unattractive  reserve  belonging  to  the  Government  to  the 
present  neat  landscape  appearance. 

WORKS    PRACTICALLY    NOW  COMPLETED. 

WIDENING  OF  OLD  FERRY  ROAD,  OR  PRINCESS  LOUISE  VISTA.  The  first  work  undertaken  by  the  Commission  was  the 
widening  of  the  "  Old  Ferry  Road,"  then  30  feet  wide,  with  double  electric  street  car  tracks,  which  road  was  then  in  a  dangerously  con- 
gested state.  Rideau  Hall  grounds  fronted  on  this  Ferry  Road,  and  on  application  to  the  Dominion  Government,  they  kindly  granted 
"free"  for  the  use  of  the  Commissioners,  a  strip  of  land  36  feet  wide,  and  other  lands  from  the  Rideau  Hall  grounds,  in  order  to  widen 
this  old  Ferry  Road,  now  giving  a  suitable  thoroughfare  66  feet  wide.  This  work  was  constructed  in  solid  rock  excavation,  on  which  was 
expended  $6,918.00.  The  old  Ferry  Road,  (which  has  never  been  assumed  by  the  Commissioners)  is  still  supported  by  old  fashioned 
cedar  work,  now  in  a  very  delapidated  and  dangerous  condition. 

MINTO  BRIDGES  crossing  the  Rideau  River,  and  Maple  Island,  a  valuable  gift  granted  free  to  Commissioners  from  Mrs.  Thos.  C. 
Keefer,  were  erected  on  cut  stone  abutments  and  piers,  with  steel  superstructure,  consisting  of  one  clear  span  of  168'  o",  two  clear  spans 


of  112'  o"  each,  and  one  clear  span  of  125'  o",  with  six  first-class  "Ashlar  masonry  "  abutments,  with  one  Ashlar  pier  with  cut  stone  ice- 
breaker, steel  superstructure  20  foot  roadway  with  corbelled  sidewalk  6  feet  wide.    This  work  cost  $41,152.74. 

KING  EDWARD  AVENUE,  132  feet  wide,  was  improved  by  making  two  24  feet  wide  roadways  and  centre  boulevards,  between 
Rideau  street  and  McKay  streets  in  Rideau  Ward,  is  composed  of  "  Syenite  Telford  macadam  "  roadways  with  cut  stone  curbings.  Boule- 
vards, etc.,  cost  #1.82  per  square  yard.  The  length  of  the  24  foot  roadway  completed  is  1.44  miles,  making  a  complete  roadway  area  of 
20,271  square  yards,  the  actual  cost  of  this  Avenue,  principally  done  by  day  labor,  being  $53,492.22. 

CITY  STREETS.  The  sum  of  $15,412.24  has  so  far  been  expended  by  the  Commissioners  to  September  30,  1904,  on  improving 
McKay  Street,  Rideau  Ward,  and  repairing  several  existing  important  thoroughfares  within  the  city  of  Ottawa. 

DRIVEWAY  BETWEEN  C ARTIER  SQUARE  AND  EXPERIMENTAL  FARM.  This  important  work  has  been  one  of  the  most 
extensive  undertaken  by  the  Commissioners  during  the  past  four  years,  and  it  has  already  been  practically  completed,  the  lengths  of  this 
main  driveway,   24  feet  wide,  being  as  follows : 


Elgin  Street  via  Cartier  Square  and  Rideau  Canal  Reserve  to  Archibald  Street  (subway)                                                     1.00  miles 

Archibald  Street  (subway  to  Patterson's  Creek  ,  50  " 

Patterson's  Creek  to  Mutchmore   Street  (Exhibition   Grounds)  25  " 

Mutchmore  to  Bank  Street,  through    Exhibition    Grounds  50  " 

Bank  Street  westerly  to  Concession  Street  (2  roadway)  70  " 

Concession  Street  to  Causeway  St.  Louis  Lake  25  " 

Causeway  across  Lake   to  mainland  50  " 

Lake  to  entrance  Central  Experimental  Farm  30  " 

Total  length  of   Driveway,  say                                                                                   4.00  miles 


The  cost  of  this  work  between  Elgin  Street  and  entrance  to  Experimental  Farm  being  $197,766.02,  and  consider  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Commissioners  are  due  to  George  MacLaurin,  Esq.,  barrister,  and  to  George  F.  and  W.  C.  May,  esquires,  for  their  kindness  and  public 
spirit  shown  in  granting  free,  portions  of  their  lands,  for  improving  the  corners  of  Bank  and  Concession  streets  at  their  entrance  to 
the  Rideau   Canal  Driveway. 

CLEMOW  AND  MONKLAND  AVENUES.  So  feet  and  85  feet  wide,  between  the  Rideau  Canal  Driveway  and  Concession  street, 
about  one  mile,  have  been  commenced  this  year,  and  the  roadway  between  Concession  and  Bank  streets,  about  one-half  mile,  has  been 
nearly  completed,  this  avenue  being  a  first-class  Telford  Syenite  macadam  roadway,  30  feet  wide  with  gi'anolithic  curbing  and  street 
intersecting.    The  amount  expended  on  this  work  to  September  30,  1904,  being  $18,016.01. 

THE  SUBWAY,  60  feet  in  width,  on  the  Rideau  Canal  Driveway,  under  the  Canada  Atlantic  Railway  at  Elgin  street,  has  been 
completed,  the  Dominion  Government,  through  their  Railway  Committee,  having  arranged  the  proportionate  cost  to  be  borne  between  the 
several  parties  interested,  it  being  decided  that  the  Canada  Atlantic  Railway  Company  and  the  Commissioners  should  pay  for  certain 
defined  portions  of  the  work,  and  that  the  City  of  Ottawa  should  grant  Elgin  street  for  this  purpose.  A  very  substantial  piece  of  work  has 
been  completed,  and  the  Commissioners  have  paid  as  their  share  of  this  work  the  sum  of  $12,887.87,  and  they  are  informed  that  the 
Railway  Company  have  paid  a  larger  amount ;  the  city  not  being  required  to  pay  any  cash. 

ORNAMENTATION.  The  planting  of  trees  and  shrubs,  and  the  beautifying  of  the  principal  works  have  been  entrusted,  since 
their  commencement,  to  the  personal  direction  of  Dr.  William  Saunders,  Director  of  the  Canadian  Experimental  Farms,  whose  experience, 


good  taste  and  ability  are  evinced  by  personal  examination  of  the  several  works  completed  under  his  intelligent  direction.  About  14,000 
trees  and  shrubs,  etc.,  have  been  planted  and  are  growing  nicely,  and  about  11,000  trees  and  shrubs  are  now  in  good  order  in  the  nursery 
under  his  care,  ready  for  future  requirements. 

GENERAL  EXPENDITURE.    In  addition  to  the  amounts  heretofore  specified,  the  following  amounts  have  been  expended  from  the 
commencement  of  the  works  until  September  30,   1904,  viz: 


Buildings,  tools  and   implements  $12,197.37 

Private  lands  purchased   9,331.69 

Maintenance   avenues,  driveways   and  parks   17,626.68 

Office   expenses,    printing  and  contingencies   3,841.59 

Interest  and  bonds. :    12.197.33 

58,i94-56 


The  total  expenditure  per  secretary's  statement  to  September  30,  1904,  being  $390,926.66,  leaving  $8,137.90  cash  on  hand  available. 

FUTURE  WORKS. 

With  reference  to  the  future  works  proposed  to  be  undertaken  by  your  Commissioners,  permit  me  to  state  that  the  following 
matters  will  require  your  consideration  : 

1  st.    Connecting  link  between  Rideau  Street  and  King  Edward  Avenue  to  Cartier  Square. 

2nd.   Completion  of  Strathcona  Park. 

3rd.    Construction  of  Somerset  Street  Park. 

4th.    Maintenance  and  improvements  to  Rockcliffe  Park. 

5th.    Improvement  of  Government  land  between  Dow's  Lake  and  Experimental  Farm. 

6th.    The  improvement  of  lands  fronting  the  Ottawa  River,  recently  purchased  from  Messrs.  Bronson,  Bank  of  Ottawa, 

Messrs.  Hillman  and  Frazer,  Charles  Proper,  etc. 
7th.    Maintenance  of  King  Edward  Avenue. 
8th.    Completion  of  Clemow  and  Monkland  Avenues. 

9th.   Completion  and  maintenance  of  land  and  islands  on  the  River  Rideau  and  Rideau  Terrace. 
10th.    Maintenance  and  improvements  of  Rideau  Canal  Driveway  between  Cartier  Square  and  the  Experimental  Farm,  etc. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  gentlemen, 

Yours  very  obediently, 


Ottawa,   October  20,  1904. 


HENRY  N.  BATE, 

Chairman  of  the  Ottawa  Improvement  Commission. 
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The  following  were  added  to  Hie  Commission 


ENTRANCE    TO    RIDEAU  HATE. 


THE    MINTO  BRIDGES. 


KING   EDWARD   AVENUE,   LOOKING   SOUTH   FROM   MINTO  BRIDGES, 


KING    EDWARD    AVENUE    LOOKING    FROM    THE  NORTH 


> 


1 i  %V 


ENTRANCE    TO    RIDEAU    CANAE    DRIVEWAY    FROM    EAURIER  AVENUE. 


RIDEAU    CANAL    DRIVEWAY.    A    PAGODA    AT  SOMERSET. 


RIDEAU    CANAL    DRIVEWAY    FROM    LAURIER  BRIDGE 


RIDEAU    CANAL    DRIVEWAY    AT    NEVILLE'S  CREEK. 


RJDEAU    CANAL    DRIVEWAY.     EDWARD    DEEP  CUT. 


RIDEAU    CANAL    DRIVEWAY    NEAR    ARCHIBALD  STREET. 


RIDEAU    CANAI,    DRIVEWAY.    SUBWAY    UNDER    C.   A.    R.,    NORTH  SIDE. 


RIDEAU    CANAL    DRIVEWAY.     SUBWAY    UNDER    C.    A.    R.,    SOUTH  SIDE. 


RIDEAU  CANAL  DRIVEWAY.    A  LAKE  NEAR  THE  EXHIBITION  GROUNDS  IN  LANSDOWNE  PARK. 


RIDEAU    CANAL,    DRIVEWAY.     NORTH    ENTRANCE    TO    EANSDOWNE  PARK. 


ENTRANCE    FROM    BANK  STREET. 


RIDEAU    CANAL    DRIVEWAY    WEST    OF    BANK  STREET. 


RIDEAU^CANAL    DRIVEWAY.     VIEW    OF    RIDEAU  CANAE. 


CAUSEWAY  ON   DOW'S   PAKE  TO   CENTRAL  EXPERIMENTAL  FARM. 


RIDEAU    CANAI,    DRIVEWAY    WEST    OF    BANK  STREET. 


RIDEAU   CANAL  DRIVEWAY.     PAGODA   WEST  OF  BANK  STR  T 


CENTRAL   EXPERIMENTAL   FARM,  OTTAWA. 


